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It’s usually the case that bigeneric progeny from 2 ornamental but totally different parents are an unpredictable mixture of genes. In May, 2006 Florida breeder Ray Lemieux crossed the seed parent Orthophytum albopictum  with the pollen parent Neoglaziovia variegata. By mid-2011 the matured seedlings had begun to flower and the first blooming cultivar in the grex was named ‘Rosita’, (Mexican for “little rose”), but not honouring anyone in particular. 





This x Orthoglaziovia ‘Rosita’  resulted in an almost, grass-like 90cms. diameter rosette of long, arching, bronze red, glabrous leaves (obverse), with scurfed silver reverse, leaf length to 70cms. tapering to a point, from 5cms. wide at its base. Small, irregular 6mm brown spines edge the stiff leaves, more hooked towards the centre. Summer-blooming, the sunken, cone-like inflorescence has a short scape, green floral bracts and pink or pale lavender petals. Multiples form tight, semi-upright clumps from short stolons. 





Seed parent Orthophytum albopictum is a terrestrial or rock-dwelling, sun-loving Brazilian species from Chapada Diamantina National Park and Municipal Park, Bahia State at 700-1500 metres altitude. The distinctive red rosette, 30-70cms. diameter,  is renowned for its striking lanuginous white halo of inner leaves (a temporary denseness of foliar scales) surrounding the pincushion-like inflorescence. The species name “albopictum” means “white painted”. In the wild, often this xerophyte grows near river rapids, indicating it prefers high humidty. 





Pollen parent Neoglaziovia variegata hails from north-eastern Brazil where as a terrestrial xerophyte it inhabits dry, open or rocky areas and low thorn forest (“caatinga”). The few-leaved, glabrous, grey-green tight rosette up to 1-1/2 metres tall has vivid silver crossbands and propagates by underground rhizomes. The erect spike of 10-60 flowers has pinkish red ovaries and purple petals. 





Many xerophytes in cultivation thrive better with regular moisture, humidity and some extra feeding at least, in which category x Orthoglaziovia ‘Rosita‘ falls. Its parentage indicates tolerance or being adaptable to some low Winter temperatures and needing strong light if not direct full sun. Probably those bromeliad growers who specialise in the prickly genera will embrace ‘Rosita’ as unique.  
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